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Yavana."g But whether he loved the Yavana or not, it is
undoubted that his teaching was affected by the YaVanas
ideas. He died in 1533 A.D.
' The essence of Chaitanyism is given in two sentences by
Krisnadas, " if a creature adores Krisna and. serves his Guru,
he is released from the meshes of illusion and attains to
Krisna s feet,"10 and, " leaving these (i.e., temptations) and
the religious systems based on caste, (the true Vaisnava) help-
lessly takes refuge with Krisna."11 Chaitanya thus condemn-
ed the whole ritualistic system of the Brahmanas, and preach-
ed faith in Han'. According to him worship consisted in love
.and devotion, and song and dance, producing a state of
ecstasy in which His presence was realised. All men were
competent to perform this worship, irrespective of caste and
creed. Chaitanya had disciples from the lowest strata of
Hindu society and from among Musalmans, three of the
principle ones Rup, Sanatan and Haridasa being Muslims.
From the school of Chaitanya branched out the sect of
Kartabhajas. The founder of the sect was a Sadgop named
Ram Smaran Pal known as Karta Baba. He was born about
the end of the seventeenth century, near Chakdaha in Nadia.
His birth was foretold by a Muslim Faqir, who also brought
him up. Karta lived for eighty-four years and died in a
village near the place of his birth. He left behind twenty-
3wo disciples (Bats Faqir), one of whom named Ram Dul^i
succeeded as the head of the sect ; in him the spirit of the
Muslim Faqir was incarnated. He organized the sect and
laid down its precepts in a series of songs. The doctrines
of the Kartabhajas are:
(1)  There is only one God, who is incarnate   in   Karta.
(2)  The Mahdsaya or spiritual guide must be all in all
to his Barafi or disciple.
Ojadu Bhathacnarya:  Hindu Castes and Sects,  p.  464.
10 Jadunath  Sarkar:   Op,   cit.,   p.  278.
11 Ibid.,  p.  281.
F. 15